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Adelante  High  Sc hool  Students Learn   

Resi l ience and Respect  at  Point  Break  

Roseville Joint Union High School District                 1750 Cirby Way, Roseville, CA 95661 

The RJUHSD Reporter 
November/December 2013    A Publication of the RJUHSD Curriculum and Instruction Department            Volume 1 Issue 3 

Contributed by Kathy McKenzie 

     In late October, approximately 

60 Adelante High School students 

attended Point Break School Inter-

vention Program at Maidu Park, a 

workshop sponsored by the Nation-

al Registry of Evidence-based Pro-

grams and Practices (NREPP) and 

Campus Life.   

     Point Break is a day-long work-

shop designed to promote resilien-

cy among students. Resilient stu-

dents display social competence, 

problem-solving skills, personal re-

sponsibility and a sense of purpose 

and hope for the future. Students 

learn to choose conflict resolution 

over conflict and respect for others 

over disrespect. 

    Through this six-hour workshop, 

educational and social barriers that 

exist between students begin to 

evaporate. High-energy activities, 

interaction with caring adults and 

relevant discussion (regarding bul-

lying, painful life experiences and 

emotional expression) allow Point 

Break to draw students together, 

focusing on empathy and respect.  

    Students respond to the day’s 

challenges with self-reflection and 

the acknowledgement of personal 

responsibility. The end result is stu-

dents who begin to pursue immedi-

ate behavioral change. 

     Students not only discuss com-

passion, they participate in it! They 

not only talk about respect, they ex-

perience it! Reconciliation takes 

place right before their eyes as stu-

dents share their own pain and 

come to grips with how it has affect-

ed them as well as those around 

them. 

                                      (Continued on page 2) 

Adelante High School students experience Point 

Break at Maidu Park in Roseville. 
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 Adelante  Point  Break continued f rom page 1 . . .  

     Students were asked to submit 

their comments about Point Break: 

     “When I heard about Point 

Break, it sounded to me that it 

would be something quite interest-

ing.  At first, I thought that even 

though it sounds interesting, you 

have to think about others who will 

be there and you need to be willing 

to trust your peers with your story.”  

     “It is something personally that 

I was worried about.  When we ar-

rived at Maidu Park, I realized that 

we all knew each other, and we all 

go to the same school.  If others are 

willing to share their stories, it’s 

easier to realize that your story is 

safe with them.  If it is someone 

you are not friends with, and they 

share their story, you should realize 

now is the time to change.” 

     “Being at Point Break really 

opened my eyes.  I know that there 

really are students who do care 

about my feelings but possibly 

could have been too insecure to 

show it.  We are all family here at 

Adelante High.  We see each other 

face to face every day, and attend-

ing Point Break changed a lot of 

my feelings and the way we look 

at each other.”   

     “Arriving at Point Break, I was 

not going to share my life story.  

When I left, I was glad I did, be-

cause even my story, and my ad-

vice to my peers was something 

that opened others’ eyes.  Every-

one needs to realize that they are 

not alone and we are not the only 

ones going through a hard time.” 

     “Point Break really opened my 

eyes and heart a lot more.  Maybe 

next year, we could do it as an en-

tire school.”  

Ron Severson Newly  E lected Super intendent  

  (Contributed by R. Jan 

Pinney, newly elected 

RJUHSD School Board 

President)     

     Ron began his career as a Social 

Science Teacher and Coach in the 

Central Coast of California.  He 

served as an Activities Director, 

Athletic Director and Assistant 

Principal before taking the reins as 

Principal at Aptos High School in 

1991.  He joined our District in 

1995 with the opportunity and 

challenge of opening Granite Bay 

High School. In 11 years, he helped 

develop a great team of profession-

als who established GBHS as one 

of the top schools in our coun-

try.  In that capacity he mentored 

many great Assistant Principals 

who went on to become Principals, 

including Jess Borjon, Kathleen 

Sirovy, Mike McGuire and Rob 

Hasty.   

     After serving as Principal at 

GBHS for 11 years, he was asked 

to join the District Office to assist 

in curriculum development, teacher 

training, instructional technology, 

and leadership development.  He 

also oversaw the opening and de-

velopment of Antelope High 

School, working closely with Prin-

cipal John Becker and his leader-

ship team and mentoring another 

future Principal, Dr. Suzanne 

Laughrea.   

     Five years ago, he became As-

sistant Superintendent of Personnel 

and helped the district to manage 

our human resources through some 

tough budget times.  He has 

worked closely with our school 

principals in hiring and supporting 

over 120 new teachers to the Dis-

trict.  Recently he was elevated to 

Deputy Superintendent as a precur-

sor to his appointment as Superin-

tendent. 
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Montgomery’s  Message  

      
 
                                                                                     

 

News of the Common Core for State Standards is showing up in newspapers and 

magazines all across the country. The public’s reaction indicates that most people 

are just now hearing about this sweeping shift in education. Some of them are well 

informed and some are not. 

A recent article appeared in the newspaper advising parents to pursue the follow-

ing three topics when talking with their high school teachers about the SHIFT to 

the Common Core.  How would you respond to a parent’s probing? 

If you were asked at January’s Back-To-School Night to explain the Common Core any of these stu-

dent skills, what would the conversation look like?  

Students are considered knowledgeable when they can provide basic information about a variety of 

topics.   They are considered literate when they can APPLY that same (or newfound) knowledge 

through critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  Employing those critical research skills, built on 

reliable sources, have added value when students use them to develop points-of-view and arguments.  

The levels of student thinking, as reflected in Norman Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, assume that stu-

dents can explain critical thinking beyond simple facts.  In today’s world, responsible personal, finan-

cial, political, and social decisions are the result of student understanding that is far more extended 

and complex.  Teachers must prepare students for career opportunities, many of which currently don’t 

even exist, so creative depth of thinking is real-world practice. 

The practice of effectively expressing deeper thinking across all subject areas clearly and appropriate-

ly is expected by all.  Speaking and listening attentively on a daily basis builds a rich academic vo-

cabulary and gives every student tools for expressing personal ideas persuasively.  Students are capa-

ble of deeper thoughts and conversations that assert and defend their claims on important decisions 

when they can articulate sound evidence and analysis to support positions. 

     OK, now it’s your turn. How would you explain to parents about Common Core?  

 

     I look forward to seeing you around the District! 
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Freedoms Foundat ion 

Recognizes Rosevi l le  Students  

Principal John Becker waits for the program to begin. The 

foundation awarded  scholarships to  two students from Ante-

lope High School.  

From left to right, Rob Richards, John Montgomery and Ron 

Severson listen to keynote speaker, Congressman Tom 

McClintock. 

     The Sacramento Area Chapter of the Free-

doms Foundation, whose mission is “to keep the 

spirit of freedom alive in all Americans,” pre-

sented scholarships to 29 Sacramento area high 

school students at a luncheon ceremony on No-

vember 6 at the Arden Country Club. 

     Students from the Roseville Joint Union High 

School District garnered 8 of the awards repre-

senting students from the following schools: 

Melynne Evans, Miriam Flinders, Sam Neptune, 

and Jacob Smith from Granite Bay High School; 

Graseson Leach and Sydney Shephard from Ro-

seville High School; Bradley Miller and Violeta 

Pilipchuk from Antelope High School.  

    In March of this year, scholarship recipients 

traveled to Valley Forge, Pennsylvania for an all

-expense paid 4 day experience studying the 

Founding Fathers and the Constitution. 
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Freedoms Foundation continued... 

Left: California congressman Tom McClintock giving keynote speech; top right: 

scholarship winners at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania for the American Youth Leaders 

Summit sponsored by the Freedoms Foundation. 

Teachers  Ser v ing Teachers  L iteral ly !  

     What began as a Student Government sug-
gestion has  taken off with GBHS staff mem-
bers.  
     The idea was to have various departments 
host lunch once each month. November was 
the responsibility of the math department. The 
social studies department was responsible for 
the December 6 lunch. 
     As one satisfied staff member puts it, “I be-
lieve as staff members, we felt like it was an 
“essential piece” to improving GBHS staff mo-
rale and camaraderie.”  

Thank you for keeping the SPIRIT alive! 

We had 65+ staffers enjoy lunch together! Let’s shoot for 80+ next 

time! Looking forward to our next lunch date in December 

One of two dessert tables provided by the Granite Bay High School  

math department and office staff.  
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Rosevi l le  High School  Math Students  

Measure Up With Real  World  Appl icat ions!  

Contributed by Judi Daniels  

      Using a contextualized lesson 

plan borrowed from the RHS Geom-

etry and Construction class to study  

Indirect Measurement, Geometry 

teacher Levi Fletcher incorporates 

real world problem solving, critical 

thinking and literacy components 

into the lesson as students determine 

building and wall heights via two 

methods.   

     Students compare their findings 

when using mirrors and measuring 

tapes (with a similar triangles formu-

la) to those gathered when using a 

clinometer (surveying equipment 

that uses trigonometry).  

     After gathering and comparing 

data, the students write to a 

prompt that asks them to outline 

the steps of the process, deter-

mine which method was more 

accurate, and reflect on why one 

method had greater accuracy.  

Math students gather important data in front of 

the library.   

Objects are measured in three locations, selected 

from a list of ten options (or using a location of 

the students’ choosing that meets certain criteria.) 

RHS Math instructor 

Levi Fletcher 
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Rosevi l le  High School  Community  

 Sponsors  Successful  Blood Drive  

Contributed by Judi Daniels 

     For several years, the Rose-

ville High School Student 

Government class has worked 

in conjunction with Blood 

Source and the RHS Library to 

host Blood Drives.  They have 

collected a record number of 

units each year.  This year the 

representative from Blood 

Source (see picture) presented 

the class with a banner as the 

large high school of the year 

for blood drives.   

     I was going to the class to 

congratulate and thank Lind-

sey Parker for her great par-

ticipation at the Board Work-

shop the night before.  I 

walked into a real world ac-

complishment that over 40 stu-

dents in RHS Student Govern-

ment were most proud about.   

     There was no extra credit, no 

grades, no points—just personal 

pride that they had help provide 

units of blood that saved lives.   
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District  Leadership Team Plans  for the  Future  

Profess ional  Development  Center                

Room 3  (PDC3) Gets  a  Remodel !  

     Assistant Superintendent John 

Mongtomery’s vision to create a 

viable third training area at the 

Professional Development Center 

on Chelsea Way has finally come 

to fruition with the addition of 

new tables and chairs. 

     The new tables are more 

portable than older tables and will 

now fold up for easier storage. In 

addition, the new room has wifi 

access, storage in the rear, a white 

board, and a projection screen.  

     We are looking forward to 

professional development 

opportunities in 2014. 

      District site leaders met all day on December 6 to plot 

a course for the District’s future, especially as it concerns 

the implementation of the Common Core. 

     Principals, assistant principals, and leaders from the 

District Office discussed challenges such as designing a 

plan for math, facilitating the work of our new “lead 

teachers,” encouraging rubric design, addressing the 

needs of the “applied core” teachers, making the most of 

professional development, and expenditure of Common 

Core grant money. 

     The team will meet again on December 19 to plan for 

spring semester, a possible summer “convening,” 

clarification of essential learning outcomes, common 

assessment pilots, continuing professional development, 

and a unified message regarding the Common Core for all 

of the District’s stakeholders. 
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Engl ish Teachers  Gather to  Score  

  District  Writ ing Assessment  

     English teachers from across the district met from 

December 10-12 to mark district writing assessment 

essays and engage in professional development. 

 On December 10 and 12, teachers scored literary 

analysis essays using a 6 point rubric. Typically, two 

teachers read the same essay, and if their scores differ, a 

third teacher reads the essay and attempts to resolve the 

differences.  

     All students participating in the literary analysis 

assessment are given the same reading task—usually 

involving a passage from a novel—and asked to address 

the prompt within a 50 minute time period. Students with 

special accommodations are provided with a different 

time frame. 

 On December 11, English teachers who assigned 

an expository writing assessment to their students also 

met to score papers together. 

     Students participating in the expository essay category 

are also given the same passage —usually from an 

informational text source —and are required to unpack 

and respond to the prompt. 

     At the end of each scoring session on all three days, a 

former English teacher facilitated training regarding how 

to raise the level of student writing. Daniel Flinn 

facilitated on December 10 and 11, while Tino Guzman 

led the training on December 12. 

     Joy Sanner, Stacy Ferguson and others organized the 

marking and the training sessions, and this year’s efforts 

made the whole process smooth and efficient. This year’s 

team members give most of the credit for a successful 

experience to previous years’ organizers. 
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Antelope Speech and  

 Debate  

Takes Off !  

     Antelope High School’s Speech and Debate team under the guidance of Matt Parris continues to improve 

every year. The Antelope school community is proud of the team and its coach and is receiving widespread 

support from parents and staff. Matt has this to say about his team: “My kids went a bit overboard on the 

hyperbole, but I truly do echo their sentiments in how significant the Speech team is to the students here at 

Antelope.  The Youtube video in the hyperlink embedded in the photo above is from the original writer, 

camera person, and editor of the piece, Lexi Hoedt. She also took Third Place in Radio Broadcasting at the 

UOP Invitational tournament last month.”  

Antelope Speech and Debate coach, Matt Parris, inspires members of the team to do their very best as they 

prepare for the next round of competition. Left click on the photo above to view a student created video on 

Youtube. 
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Antelope High School  Projects  Litera l ly  

Lead the Way to  Common Core!  

     Antelope High School, the newest and western-most school 

in the Roseville Joint Union High School District is 

completing its fifth year of operation under principal John 

Becker. The community is proud of its Project Lead the Way 

program which continues to grow each year. 

    Recently, senior class students from Chris Stinson’s 

Advanced Project Lead The Way class made presentations of 

their term-long projects that included: 

 Instant Inflator 

 Cell phone blocker APP 

 Plant Water and Fertilizer 

 Longboard Stabilizer 

 Aquaponics plant feeder 

 Floor Sanitizer  

     All presentations included detailed background of their 

plans, the design, the Gantt Timeframe, the proposal, the 

reflection, the barriers, and next steps for production.  Most 

included detailed models and some “inventors” actually 

demonstrated the operational versions of their products.  

     The program is an excellent example of Common Core 

application in that students apply their science background to 

create new and innovative products which they must research, 

scrutinize, project for costs, write, and display in teams of four 

students.   
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